
2022 Middle School Summer Reading Requirements

Hello Middle School Raiders!

We want to keep your reading, writing, and thinking skills sharp over the summer! This year
our focus for summer reading will be nonfiction. All grade levels (6th, 7th, and 8th) will read
and annotate the two nonfiction articles referenced below.

Successful annotations help you understand what you are reading and help you to think
critically about a text. These are actions that you should practice every time you read. As a
general rule, you should aim for 5-6 quality notes per page. Use the annotation guide
provided for a list of symbols and areas of focus for notes. In addition, always summarize
each paragraph of the article in a brief sentence.

Please submit annotated articles to your English teacher during the first week of school.

Nonfiction articles:

Article 1:
“Your Identity in Christ: How God Sees You” by Brittany Yesudasan
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/core-christian-beliefs/identity-in-christ.
html

Article 2:
“How to Be a Good Student and Why It Matters”
https://www.theamericanacademy.com/blogs/articles/how-to-be-a-good-student

https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/core-christian-beliefs/identity-in-christ.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/core-christian-beliefs/identity-in-christ.html
https://www.theamericanacademy.com/blogs/articles/how-to-be-a-good-student


Annotation Guide - Nonfiction

Annotating is more than just adding symbols to a selection. Annotating is adding notes in the
margins to explain the logic and critical thinking associated with the selection. For
example, if an unfamiliar word is marked, then be sure to make a guess in the margin as to what
you think the word may mean. Likewise, if there is a question about the text. Be sure to list what
questions you have or what it is that you find confusing. Remember, annotating includes
commenting and explaining, not just marks and symbols.

Marks Meaning Action

Circle Unfamiliar
word

Circle unfamiliar words and write down a guess for the
definition of the word based on context clues.

? Question or
Confusing

Write down your question.

! Surprising or
Interesting

Write down what is surprising or interesting.

____ Key words
and phrases

Underline important words and phrases.

P1 Summary
sentence

Summarize each paragraph in one complete sentence.


