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            Summer Reading – American Literature   
 

 
 
 

 

11th Grade: American Literature (CP and Pre-AP) 
 

1) Read assigned section of common text and complete note-taking assignment as directed. 
2) Read ONE choice text and complete dialectical journal as directed. 

 
Due date: Friday, August 17, 2018  
 
Common Text: How to Read Literature Like A Professor, Revised Edition, by Thomas C. Foster 
(ISBN 978-0062301673) 
 

Common Text Assignment 
 Read chapters 1-14. For each section of the book (chapters, interludes, test case, postlude, 

and envoi), please take the following notes in a 7.5”x9.75” composition book/journal: 
o Title of section (ex: Ch. 12)  
o Main idea for the section (ex. Flight symbolizes freedom. When a character flies, look 

for issues dealing with escape. When a character falls from a height, look for issues with 
entrapment.)  

o Two examples of the main idea from author (ex. 1) Peter Pan flies and, by remaining a 
boy forever, escapes the responsibilities of adulthood. (ex. 2) In E.T., the children’s 
bicycles take flight as they escape the government officials.  

o Two examples of the main idea from your own reading or viewing. Remember that 
you are not limited to books read in English class for your examples. Any story-telling 
vehicle will do. Think of books you read for pleasure as well as TV shows and movies 
you’ve seen. (ex. 1) Many superheroes fly. This shows that they can escape the 
humdrum existence that we non-super people live. They are free to literally soar above 
the crowd as we go about our workaday world. Ironically though, with great power comes 
great responsibility as we learn in Spider-Man so the ability that allows them to escape 
also binds them in other ways. (ex. 2) Zora Neale Hurston’s short story, “High John de 
Conquer” tells of an African slave in the American South who was so king-like and 
majestic that all people, white and black, on the plantation admired him. One day, he lays 
down his farm tools, takes flight and is never seen again. Everyone assumes that he’s 
flown home to Africa. In this case, his flight and return to Africa are symbolic of a strength 
that cannot be contained. For the other slaves, he becomes an emblem of the 
irresponsible spirit of their minds and hearts that will allow them to transcend the realistic 
bonds of their enslaved bodies. By the end of the story, they each have a little of High 
John de Conquer in them, and so symbolically they can go home (escape back to Africa) 
at any time.  
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Chosen Text (please select one) 

Title Author ISBN 

April Morning Howard Fast 978-0553273229 

As I Lay Dying William Faulkner 978-0375504525 

Mean Spirit Linda Hogan 978-0804108638 

My Antonia Willa Cather 978-1508474616 

One Writer’s Beginnings Eudora Welty 978-0446329835 

The Age of Innocence Edith Wharton 978-1420954166 

The Awakening Kate Chopin 978-1503293182 

The Chosen Chiam Potok 978-0449213445 

The Kite Runner Khaled Hosseini 978-1594631931 

Snow Falling on Cedars David Guterson 978-0679764021 

Cold Sassy Tree Olive Ann Burns 978-0618919710 

 

As you read your chosen text, please complete a dialectical journal in the same composition book in 
which you took your How to Read notes. This is an overview of dialectical note-taking, which may be 
found at http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16378/Pre-
AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf  

 
DIALECTICAL JOURNALS 

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving 
question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the texts we 
read during this course. The process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the texts 
we read. Use your journal to incorporate your personal responses to the texts, your ideas about the 
themes we cover and our class discussions. You will find that it is a useful way to process what you’re 
reading, prepare yourself for group discussion, and gather textual evidence for your literary analysis 
assignments. 
 

PROCEDURE: 
 As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column the 

chart (ALWAYS include page numbers). 
 In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and 

comments on each passage) 
 You must label your responses using the following codes: 

o (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear 
o (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text 
o (P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage 

o (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction 

o (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – not just to the 
characters in the story/author of the article. What conclusions can you draw about the world, 
about human nature, or just the way things work? 

o (E) Evaluate - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say 
 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16378/Pre-AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf
http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Centricity/Domain/16378/Pre-AP%2010%20Dialectical-Journal-Handout.pdf
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Sample Dialectical Journal entry: Beyond the Yellow Highlighter 

Passages from the text--Must quote 
at least 10 per reading assigned. 
Make sure to number them. 

Pg#/¶  EACH Passage you quote must relate to one of the 
following codes above. Make sure to use a variety. 
Using the same codes for most or all of your entries 
will result in a lower score. 

1.   "The yellow marks in  my college  
textbooks...did  not  help me very 
much.” 

82/1 (C) I can relate since I often used to highlight  what I 
thought was  important  and  then  end  up  
with  most  of  the  page highlighted. 

2.  "Annotations do make me read a 
lot slower  and  I wish  I  didn't have  
to  do  them.   It  is  so  much 

harder  to  fake  read  if  you  have to  
annotate  like  we  have  to  do 
now.   So  now  I  actually  read, 
because  it's  too  hard  to  fake 
annotate" 

87/2 (C) It is harder to fake annotate--it almost takes 
more time. 
(R) People  are  prone  to  find  the  easy  way  to  
do  something.   Since there's  really  no  easy  way  
to  annotate--fake  or  real--it  makes sense to really 
read and think about the texts. 
(Q)  Is it really harder to fake  read  if  you  have  to  
annotate?   Or does  it  just take longer?  

 
CHOOSING PASSAGES FROM THE TEXT: 
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling.  For example, you 
might record: 

 Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 

 Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before  

 Structural shifts or turns in the plot 

 A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 

 Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs 

 Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 

 Events you find surprising or confusing 

 Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 
 

RESPONDING TO THE TEXT: 
You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to remember is that your 
observations should be specific and detailed. You can write as much as you want for each entry.  
Basic Responses 

 Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 

 Give your personal reactions to the passage 

 Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 

 Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences 

 Write about what it makes you think or feel 

 Agree or disagree with a character or the author 
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Sample Sentence Starters: 
I really don’t understand this because… 

I really dislike/like this idea because… 

I think the author is trying to say that… 

This passage reminds me of a time in my life when… 

If I were (name of character) at this point I would…  
This part doesn’t make sense because…      

This character reminds me of (name of person) because… 

Higher Level Responses 

 Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery) 

 Make connections between different characters or events in the text 

 Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…) 

 Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 

 Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character 

 Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole 

 


