
 

Developing the whole person to the glory of God  
1599 Chatham Parkway | Savannah, GA 31408 | P (912) 234-1653 | www.savcps.com  

              Summer Reading – AP Literature & Composition   
 

 
 
 

 

AP English Literature and Composition 
 

1. Read both of the following novels/plays and complete the book notes assignment for each: 
a. Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston (ISBN 978-0061120060) 
b. Long Day’s Journey into Night by Eugene O’Neill (ISBN 978-300093056) 

 
2. Respond to the essay prompt below using only one of the assigned books. Your essay must 

be typed following MLA format. It will be graded. The rubric that the College Board developed 
to assess essays on the AP exam in included in this packet. Use that to guide your work.   

 

Due date: Friday, August 17, 2018  
 
Prompt: The significance of a title such as The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is easy to discover. 
However, in other works (for example, Measure for Measure) the full significance of the title becomes 
apparent to the reader only gradually. Choose a work and show how the significance of its title is 
developed through the author’s use of devices such as contrast, repetition, allusion, and point of view. 
Show, as well, how the title contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.  
 

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION SCORING GUIDELINES 
Question: Role of Title in Development of Novel 

 

The score should reflect the quality of the essay as a whole — its content, style, and mechanics. 
Reward the students for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be 
raised by 1 point above the otherwise appropriate score. A poorly written essay may not be scored 
higher than a 3. 
 

9−8   These essays offer a well-focused and persuasive analysis of how the significance of a title 
is developed. Using apt and specific textual support, these essays also analyze how the title 
contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. Although these essays may not be error-
free, they make a strong case for their interpretation and discuss the literary work with 
significant insight and understanding. Essays scored a 9 reveal more sophisticated analysis 
and more effective control of language than do essays scored an 8. 

7−6   These essays offer a reasonable analysis of how a title’s significance is developed in a 
work, and how the title contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. While these 
papers have insight and understanding, their analysis is less thorough, less perceptive, 
and/or less specific in supporting detail than that of the 9−8 essays. Essays scored a 7 
present better-developed analysis and more consistent command of the elements of 
effective composition than do essays scored a 6. 

5 These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading, but they tend to be 
superficial or thinly developed in analysis. They often rely upon plot summary that contains 
some analysis, implicit or explicit. Although the students attempt to analyze how the 
significance of a title is developed, and how the title contributes to the meaning of the work 
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as a whole, they may demonstrate a rather simplistic understanding of the significance of 
the title, and support from the text may be too general. While these students demonstrate 
adequate control of language, their essays may be marred by surface errors. These essays 
are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as 7−6 essays. 

4−3   These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of how a title’s significance is 
developed in a novel, and how the title contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. 
The analysis may be partial, unconvincing, or irrelevant; the essays may reflect an 
incomplete or oversimplified understanding of the title’s significance. These essays may be 
characterized by an unfocused or repetitive presentation of ideas or an accumulation of 
errors; they may lack control over the elements of college-level composition. Evidence from 
the text may be slight or misconstrued, or the essays may rely on plot summary only. 
Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and/or demonstrate inept writing. 

2−1   Although these essays make some attempt to respond to the prompt, they compound the 
weaknesses of the papers in the 4−3 range. Often, they are unacceptably brief or incoherent 
in presenting their ideas. They may be poorly written on several counts and contain 
distracting errors in grammar and mechanics. The student’s remarks may be presented with 
little clarity, organization, or supporting evidence. Essays scored a 1 contain little coherent 
discussion of the text. 

0 These essays give a response that is completely off-topic or inadequate; there may be some 
mark or a drawing or a brief reference to the task. 

— These essays are entirely blank. 

 

Book Notes for AP English Literature and Composition  
The purpose of constructing book notes on the course’s novels and plays is to give each student a 
complete record of the individual works covered. Through researching each work, the student has an 
intimate knowledge of the piece and its place in literature. An added advantage of the notes is that 
the student will have a comprehensive study guide at his or her disposal in preparation for future 
college English courses and/or the AP exam. 
Please type the entries in Times New Roman font at 11 or 12 points with one-inch margins.  While the 
book notes for summer reading titles are due on the first day of school, normally these entries are due 
on the day that the reading check quiz is given for each work.  Each section has a point value. The 
sections total to 100 points.  This will count as a quiz grade (separate from the reading check grade). 
  

I. Authorial Background Cards (10 pts.) 
Please tell: author’s name, where, when born, what’s going on in his or her country at the time, 
what happens to make him or her want to write this work. Include other works by that author. 
Include a death date and place if appropriate. If you did not find this information on the book 
jacket, then cite your source using MLA rules. (6-10 lines, bulleted) 

  
II. Literary Period/Country Cards (10 pts.) 

Place the work in the right country and the right literary period. This is not setting. When and 
where is the book or play written? What were the general literary movements of the time 
(realism, naturalism, etc.)? Define and comment on them and how this work fits – or doesn’t. 
Again, you may need to use outside sources for this information. Make sure you cite it 
following MLA rules. (5-10 lines, bulleted) 

  
III. Setting (10 pts.) 

Time, place – significance to the work (or not). Milieu – customs of the area – culture (5-10 
lines, bulleted) 
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IV. Characters (10 pts.) 
List all major characters along with five DETAILS (character traits and/or quotes) for each. 
Give at least three quotes along with 5-7 traits that can be used to describe the main 
character. Be sure to include traits – good and bad.  (This varies by book – if there are multiple 
main characters, pick one to treat as main and treat the rest as secondary) 

  
V. Themes of the book or play (10 pts.) 

In your reading of the work, you should have discovered the major themes of the book. Identify 
three to five themes in a complete sentence and explain how it is developed (briefly). You are 
not required to include quotes for each thematic statement, but doing so will help you in 
Socratic Seminars (6-10 lines, bulleted) 

  
 

VI. Plot summary (10 pts.) 
This is one time when you can write a plot summary and be rewarded for it! It should not be 
very detailed. Later, this will help in remembering the book. Remember, not Shmoop or 
Bookrags – give yourself some credit. (10-20 lines, bulleted) 

  
VII. Literary devices unique to the work (20 pts.) 

At least five literary devices used including symbolism, allusions, motifs, etc. You can get 
several clues as you do your reading of critical essays. Show how each device is developed 
with a quote from the work and discuss the device’s significance to the work. (10 or more lines, 
bulleted) 

  
VIII. Critical essays on the work* (10 pts.) 

A four to ten sentence per article summary of two critical articles on the work preceded by a 
MLA style Works Cited citation as to where you read the article. Follow with a one or two 
line personal reaction to the article or critic’s accuracy in interpretation. Please avoid “I 
thought the book was the greatest ever written” type articles as those are actually reviews, not 
critiques.  Some deep information here, please. Especially helpful information would be 
themes and techniques. HINT: If you do this section first, it will help you with your other notes. 
(This won’t be bulleted. Each article will have one or two paragraphs total.) *You may include 
a copy of the article with the entry, but I still require your summary and evaluation of the 
articles. 

  
IX. Significant passage (10 pts.) 

Choose at least five quotations from the book that struck you as memorable or outstanding. 
Explain why and relate its significance to the work in one or two lines, bulleted. You must cite 
the page number or act, scene and line number for the quote, and you must write at least one 
full line of the quotation, too. (Fifteen bulleted lines for quote, significance and personal 
reaction – length of passage or quote will vary by student choice) 

 


