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Summer Reading – Grades 6-8  
 

 
 
 
 

Required Reading (students will choose 2 of the 4 to read) 
 

Grade Genre Title Author  Copyright ISBN 

6 Christian Fiction The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe 

CS Lewis 1950 9780064471046 

6 Historical Fiction The Devil’s Arithmetic Jane Yolen 1988 9780142401095 

6 Biography The Notorious Benedict Arnold Steve Sheinkin 2010 9781250024602 

6 Biography Through My Eyes: A Quarterback’s 
Journey (Young Readers Edition) 

Tim Tebow 2013 9780310723455 

7th grade students should choose one fiction AND one nonfiction selection from the list to read. 

7 Realistic Fiction Where the Red Fern Grows Wilson Rawls 1961 9780440412670 

7 Science Fiction A Wrinkle in Time  Madeleine L'Engle 1962 9780312367541 

7 Nonfiction I Am Malala (Young Readers 
Edition) 

Malala Yousafzai 2016 9780316327930 

7 Nonfiction The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 
(Young Readers Edition) 

William 
Kamkwamba 

2015 9781101637425 

 

8 Fiction  The Outsiders S. E. Hinton  1989 9780425290316 

8 Fiction  The Pearl  John Steinbeck  1945 9780140177374 

8 Fiction  The Westing Game  Ellen Raskin 1978 9780140386646 

8 Biography  Run With Me: The Story of A U.S. 
Olympic Champion 

Sanya Richards-
Ross  

2017 9780310761211 

 

Required Reading Assignment  
We want to keep your reading, writing, and thinking skills sharp over the summer! Below are the assignments from 
which you may choose to complete your summer reading requirement. You are required to read 2 books from the list of 
the 4 titles provided and complete the read response prompts listed for your grade. You should be prepared to turn in 
your Readers Response Logs for both novels on the first Friday of school, which is August 17. 

When you are responding, make sure to use a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex) as well as correct 
capitalization, punctuation, and grammar. Each response should be at least one complete paragraph (7-10 sentences 
per paragraph). Response may be neatly written or typed in Google Docs to be submitted on the due date. Be sure to 
include the name of the book(s) and the number of the prompt as well as the prompt itself before your response.  
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Rising 8th grade students are to pick five (5) questions to answer per novel  
Rising 7th grade students are to pick four (4) questions to answer per novel  
Rising 6th grade students are to pick three (3) questions to answer per novel 

 
FICTION  

Each response should be at least one complete paragraph (7-10 sentences per paragraph)  

1. Explain a character’s problem and then offer your character advice on how to solve his/her problem.  

2. Describe and explain why you would/would not like to have lived in the time or place of the story.  

3. What real-life people or events are you reminded of by characters or events in the story? Why?  

4. Pick a scene in which you disagreed how a character handled a situation/person and rewrite it in the way you 

think it should have happened. Cite the page and chapter on this entry.  

5. What quality of which character strikes you as a good characteristic to develop within yourself over the years? 

Why? How does the character demonstrate this quality?  

6. How would the story be different if told through another character’s eyes?  

7. If you were the author, would you have ended the story in a different way? Why? How so?  

8. How does the character’s actions affect other people in the story?  

9. How does the author provide information or details to make the story seem realistic?  

10. Select you favorite passage from the book and explain why it was your favorite. Cite the page and chapter on 

this entry.  

 

NONFICTION 

Each response should be at least one complete paragraph (7-10 sentences per paragraph)  

1. What new information did you learn from this book? How can you apply this information to an issue or problem 

in today’s world?  

2. How would you describe the author’s style? What words, phrases, or statements does the author use that 

caught your attention? How did they make you feel? What did they make you think?  

3. Did the reading leave you with unanswered questions? What are these? What information do you think would 

be helpful to include and why?  

4. How did you connect to the piece? Was it personal? Was it an issue or concept that affects your community and 

the world? Explain.  

5. Was there a specific passage that had left an impression, good or bad? Share the passage and its effect.  

6. If the book addressed an issue, did the author cover both sides of the topic fairly and thoroughly or did the book 

appear to be biased, solely written to promote the author’s own agenda?  

7. After reading the book, discuss at least two areas of interest for you to continue to explore or research.  

8. Was the book written in a way that was easily engaging? Were unfamiliar terms and concepts explained? Was 

there enough detail and/or explanation to reinforce the subject matter?  

9. How did this book change your perspective or your views about life?  

10. How does this book relate to your life or experiences?  

 

 


