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            Summer Reading – World Literature   
 

 
 
 

 

10th Grade: World Literature (College Prep and Pre AP) 

 
College Prep (CP): The Alchemist by Paul Coelho (ISBN 978-0062315007) 
Pre AP: Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton (ISBN 978-0743262170) 
 
College Prep: In addition to reading the required novel, The Alchemist, select a novel from the 
following list to read. Book notes must be taken for your selected novel. Be sure to review all 
formatting instructions and writing guidelines thoroughly as this assignment will be graded. CP 
students may complete book notes for The Alchemist for extra credit, but they are not mandatory. 
Students should expect a reading check quiz in class during the first week of school on the required 
novel, The Alchemist. 
 
Pre AP: In addition to reading the required novel, Cry, the Beloved Country, select a novel from the 
following list to read. Book notes must be taken for your selected novel. Be sure to review all 
formatting instructions and writing guidelines thoroughly as this assignment will be graded. Pre-AP 
students must complete book notes on both summer reading novels and should also expect a reading 
check quiz in class during the first week of school on the required novel, Cry, the Beloved Country.  
  

Chosen Text (please select one) 

Title Author ISBN 

Don Quixote Miguel De Cervantes Saavedra 978-0142437230 

Life of Pi Yaan Martel 978-0156027328 

The Little Prince Antoine de Saint-Exupery 978-0547970486 

The Three Musketeers Alexandre Dumas 978-1681776149 

The Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness Emmuska Orczy 978-0553214024 

 
Book Notes Instructions: 

While you are reading your chosen book, you should make note of at least nine significant passages 
(minimum 5 sentences long) from throughout the text. You should then write a full paragraph 
response (minimum 5 sentences long) about each of these excerpts. In these responses, you should 
make clear why you think that each chosen passage is significant and why you have chosen to 
discuss it. You can make personal connections, make predictions, or comment on the author’s use of 
a particular writing strategy. Please be sure to choose excerpts from throughout the text. You should 
hand write the assignment and plan to turn in on the second day of class. *Be sure your 
quotes meet the five sentence requirement and are chosen throughout the book and that your 
response paragraphs are also a minimum of five sentences.*  
 
Due date: Friday, August 17, 2018. 
Hand written and delivered by the start of class. 
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Summer Reading – 9th Grade (College 
Prep and Pre-AP) 

Example of one response (you need at least nine): 
From Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier: 
 
Excerpt 1: “The window was tall as a door, and he had imagined many times that it would open onto 
some other place and let him walk through and be there. During his first weeks in the hospital, he had 
been hardly able to move his head, and all that kept his mind occupied had been watching out the 
window and picturing the old green places he recollected from home. Childhood places. The damp 
creek bank where Indian pipes grew. The corner of a meadow favored by brown and black 
caterpillars in the fall. A hickory limb that overhung the lane, and from which he often watched his 
father driving cows down to the barn at dusk. They would pass underneath him, and then he would 
close his eyes and listen as the cupping sound of their hooves in the dirt grew fainter and fainter until 
it vanished into the calls of katydids and peepers. This window apparently only wanted to take his 
thoughts back. Which was fine with him, for he had seen the metal face of the age and had been so 
stunned by it that when he thought into the future, all he could vision was a world from which 
everything he counted important had been banished or had willingly fled” (4). 
 
Response: 
This book is about a Confederate soldier who is in the hospital recovering from a terrible wound. But 
the scenes from the hospital are not about pain and death so much as they are about Inman’s 
epiphany: he joined the Army to fight for his home, and now he was going to go back. His mind kept 
taking him back to childhood memories, and he often traveled home in his mind’s eye. In this section 
of the book, we learn that “the old green places he recollected from home” were almost more real to 
him than the battles he’d fought in and the injuries he’d sustained (4). He sees and hears and 
imagines so many details of his life before the war. The narrator says that Inman’s thoughts were 
always carried back, not forward, and no wonder. The war had changed him, and in many ways the 
book is about both his path home and his journey back to himself. 
  
Please refer to the following page for a detailed rubric for summer reading.  
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Summer Reading – 9th Grade (College 
Prep and Pre-AP) 

SUMMER READING RUBRIC 
 

  Exceeds Standard (25) Meets Standard 
(20) 

Does not meet 
standard (15) 

Incomplete 
(10) 

Excerpts 
from text 

At least 12 significant 
quotes have been 
carefully chosen from 
throughout the book 
without over reliance 
on one particular 
section. 

At least 12 
significant 
quotes have 
been 
chosen from 
throughout the 
book without 
reliance on one 
section. 
  

At least 10 quotes 
have been chosen 
from throughout the 
book. 
  

At least 10 
quotes have 
been chosen 
from the 
book. 

Responses Responses are each 5 
sentences long and 
student has clearly 
described why each 
passage has been 
chosen. 
  

Responses are 
each at 
least 4 sentences 
long and student 
has clearly 
described why 
each passage 
has been chosen. 

Responses briefly 
explain why each 
passage has been 
chosen. 
  

Responses are 
unacceptably 
brief. 

Language 
use and 
Conventions 
  
 

Demonstrates control 
of conventions with 
essentially no errors, 
even with sophisticated 
language. 

Demonstrates 
control 
of conventions, 
exhibiting 
occasional 
errors only when 
using 
sophisticated 
language. 

Demonstrates 
emerging control, 
exhibiting occasional 
errors that hinder 
comprehension. 

Demonstrates a 
lack of 
control which 
makes 
comprehension 
difficult. 

 


